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Environmentalists in the Top 1%

By Rico | Published March 19, 2012

A common assumption in society is that environmentalists don’t care about making money or, for that matter, about
capitalism in general. The assumption goes that these folks care only about the environment.

Maybe this assumption isn’t true.

The following information dispels the thought that environmentalists don’t care about the money. In fact it shows that at
least several of them care very much about the money and that concern lands them in the “Top 1%.”

The table below shows the CEO compensation for seven of the top U.S. environmental organizations (NGOs). This
information is gleaned from each organization’s U.S. Internal Revenue Service Form 990s, a publicly accessible tax
return. The 990s for these seven organizations were obtained via Guidestar.org.

 

Top Environmental Organizat ion CEO Compensat ion
For most recent year available

Sierra Club 235,786

National Resources Defense Council 432,742

Nature Conservancy 493,993

World Wildlife Fund 455,147

National Wildlife Federation 349,911
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Environmental Defense Fund 423,359

National Audubon Society 352,450

 

Now let’s look at where these folks fall on the scale of U.S. income earners. Here’s the 2010 percentage scale of
American income earners. This information comes from the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, via FinancialSamarai.com.

Top 1%: $380,354
Top 5%: $159,619

Top 10%: $113,799
Top 25%: $67,280

Top 50%: >$33,048

Given the above, fully four of the seven environmental CEOs are comfortably in the Top 1% of American income
earners. Using a simple mathematical interpolation formula and the information shown in the table above, we see that
the $352,450 and the $349,911 are in the Top 1.5% and the $235,786 is in the Top 3.6% bracket.

Not bad for non-capitalists who “don’t care about the money,” is it?

 ____

Note: For the organizations shown in the table, the compensation information may be seen by clicking on the following
links and then turning to the PDF page as indicated: Sierra Club (page 29), Natural Resources Defense Council (page
18), Nature Conservancy (page 63), World Wildlife Fund (page 34), National Wildlife Federation (page 34),
Environmental Defense Fund (page 34), National Audubon Society (page 46) .

 

This entry was posted in Activist CEO Compensation , Environmental Defense Fund , National Audubon Society , National
Wildlife Federation, Nature Conservancy , NGOs/Activists, NRDC, Sierra Club, World Wildlife Fund  and tagged CEO
compensation, EDF, Environmental Defense Fund , National Audubon Society , National Wildlife Federation, Nature
Conservancy , NGO executive compensation, NRDC, Sierra Club, World Wildlife Fund , WWF. Bookmark the permalink .

ShareShare 1

 PDFmyURL.com

http://www.financialsamurai.com/2011/04/12/how-much-money-do-the-top-income-earners-make-percent/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear_interpolation
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/941/153/2010-941153307-07b29a33-9O.pdf
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/132/654/2010-132654926-06dcd896-9.pdf
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/530/242/2010-530242652-06cc33d8-9.pdf
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/521/693/2010-521693387-06ce95ed-9.pdf
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/530/204/2010-530204616-06cd71b1-9.pdf
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/116/107/2010-116107128-06cdfe65-9.pdf
http://www2.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2010/131/624/2010-131624102-07351447-9.pdf
javascript:void(0);
http://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.telofski.com%2Fblog%2F2012%2F03%2F19%2Fenvironmentalists-in-the-top-1-percent%2F&title=Environmentalists in the Top 1%25&description=A look at the CEO compensation for seven of the top U.S. environmental organizations. Four are in the Top 1%25 of U.S. income earners.
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-issue/compensation-research/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/environmental-defense-fund/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/national-audubon-society/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/national-wildlife-federation/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/nature-conservancy/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/ngosactivists/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/nrdc/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/sierra-club/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/category/by-political-factor/by-activist-group/world-wildlife-fund/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/ceo-compensation/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/edf/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/environmental-defense-fund/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/national-audubon-society/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/national-wildlife-federation/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/nature-conservancy/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/ngo-executive-compensation/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/nrdc/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/sierra-club/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/world-wildlife-fund/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/tag/wwf/
http://www.telofski.com/blog/2012/03/19/environmentalists-in-the-top-1-percent/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01


By The
Enormous CEO
Salaries Behind
Earth Hour «
NoFrakkingConsensus
on March 28,
2012 at 11:52 am
By If you
“celebrate Earth
Hour” your
celebrating
everything that’s
wrong with this
Planet! « The Big
Green Lie on
March 28, 2012
at 9:38 pm

Posted March 19, 2012 at 8:07 pm by Financial Samurai | Permalink

Good to see you found my article useful. Thanks for the highlight.

Best,

Sam
The Yakez ie Network
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